
UNCLASSIFIED

AD NUMBER

CLASSIFICATION CHANGES
TO:
FROM:

LIMITATION CHANGES
TO:

FROM:

AUTHORITY

THIS PAGE IS UNCLASSIFIED

AD507307

UNCLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL

Approved for public release; distribution is
unlimited.

Distribution authorized to U.S. Gov't. agencies
and their contractors;
Administrative/Operational Use; 31 OCT 1969.
Other requests shall be referred to Office of
the Adjutant General (Army), Washington, DC
20310.

AGO ltr 29Apr 1980; Ago ltr 29 Apr 1980



SECURITY 
MARKING 

The classified or limited status of this report applies 
to each page, unless otherwise marked. 
Separate page printouts MUST be marked accordingly. 

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF 
THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS, TITLE 18, 
U.S.C., SECTIONS 793 AND 794.  THE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF 
ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY 
LAW. 

NOTICE: When government or other drawings, specifications or other 
data are used for any purpose other than In connection with a defi- 
nitely related government procurement operation, the U.S. Government 
thereby Incurs no responsibility, nor any obligation whatsoever; and 
the fact that the Government may have formulated, furnished, or In any 
way supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other data Is not 
to be regarded by Implication or otherwise as In any manner licensing 
the holder or any other person or corporation, or conveying any rights 
or permission to manufacture, use or sell any patented Invention that 
may in atfy  way be related thereto. 



Best 
Available 

Copy 



CONFIDENTIAL 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
orncc or THK ADJUTANT OKNCRAL. 

WASHINOTON. D.C.  tOSIO 

AGDA (M) (10 Feb 69)   FOR OT UT 694189 13 February 1970 

SUBJKCT.     Operational  Report -  Lessons Learned,  Headquarters,  5th Battalion, 
27th Artillery,  Period Ending 31 October  1969 (U) 
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Subject report  is forwarded for review and evaluation in accordance 
th paragraph 4b, AR 525-15.    Evaluations and corrective actions should 
reported to ACSFOR OT UT,  Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days 
receipt of covering letter. 

Information contained  In this  report  Is provided to  insure  appropriate 
neflts  In the future from lessons learned during current operations and 
y  be adapted for use  In developing training material. 

BY OBDFR  OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY: 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

DEPlMfEW OF THii iJilir 
HEADQUARTSRS, 5TH BATTALION, 27IH ARTILLIJOf 

ATO SAM FIUKCICCO 96321 

AVGK-AH-C 31 October 1969 

SUBJiSCT: OperaUonal Report of 5th Battalion, 27th Artillery for Period 
Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSJOR-65 (Rl) 

SEE DISTRIBUTION 

1. (C) Operationst Significant Activities. 

a* Generals 

(1) The bettclion's misuion during the reporting period was general support 
United States Free World Military Armed Forces in AO Dan ixi/ Sheridan (Task Force 
South) • The battalion was attuched to I Field Force Frovisional Artillery Group for 
the entire reporting period« 

(2) This headquarters continues to Maintain liaison elercents in Lan Dong, Tuyen 
Due, Nlnh Thuan and Binh Thuan Frovinces, 2/l Car Sqdn, AAth ARVN Regt, and upon it's 
entry into this 10 in /a« 69 with the 1/50 Koch Inf SB* Tac QPs are »aintained in 
Song Mao and Phan Thiet for comond and control of throe assigned batteries} Battery 
B, 3D Battalion, 6TH Artillery (lOftn SF) and Battery C, 5TH Battalion, 220 ^rUUery 
(8"/l75) attechod» Battery A, 5TH Battalion, 22D Artillery (8"/l75) sad Battery D, 
2D Battalion, 320TH ArtiUory 01 CON. The TAC CPs also provide for eoordinatod fires 
of the ARVN ArtiUory located within the AO consisting of the 2318T end 233D Light 
Battalions, Battery B, 39TH Artillery (nodiuB) end two I05ai howitsors assignod to 
VNMA, Total artillery tuboa in the AO consist of 36 US and AA ARVN, 

b« Oper-tionst 

(l) Operation Dan An/ Sheridan AO rooainc unobrji^od. Ta«k Force South is ec»> 
prised of 3D Battalion, 506IH Inf; 2D Squadron, 1ST Cavalryj 1ST Battalion, SOW Meoh 
Inf, in coordination with Republic of Victnu 23D Inf DLv (Light CP) consisting of 
53D and AATH ;JIVN Inf Regt. There are 99 Regional Force Cosptnies within the AO. At 
the beginning of tho reporting period, firing oloments controllod cn/or stipported by 
this unit wore located as followst 

A/5/27 (-) 3 Howitsors BN 12A381 
A/5/27 (PLT) 3 Howitsors AN 955306 
B/5/27 AN «17162 

t^Hi^ CONFIDENTIAL mämfiSü**** 
Inclosure   



AVOU^UC COMFIOEHTIAL 3, Octobcr 1969 
SUBJECih    J^crational Report of 5t.*i Battelion, 27th .'u-tillcry for Fcriod 

Ending 31 Octo'tcr 1969; RCP CSPOR-65   (Rl) 

Q/5/27 (-) 
c/5Ap 
B/3/6 
W2/320 (-) 
1/2/320 (PLT) 
V5/22 
V5/22 

5 Howitaers 
1 Howitzore 

i Movitsors 
2 Howitzers 

» 219192 
BP U7007 
BN 522483 
41676067 
I» 849242 
BP 147007 
JJt 849242 

Total Missions Fired by T^pe 

CONFIRMED 
ACQUIRED 
COUNTiMLiTTERY 
PREPiJUiTION 
INTEPJJICTIOII 
SPCCIüL rURPOSE 
OTHERS 

TOTAL ROUNDS FIRED 

KI4 (BC) 
KL. (EST) 
BUNKERS DESTROYED 
BUILDINGS DESTROYED 

RESULTS 

21 
2 

33 
7 

786 
10183 
210 
240 
1086 
1042 
73 

92,934 

dSCUNDARZ DsPLOSIGi^ 

FOXHOLEC DESTROYED 
BUILDINGS IÄMACED 

20 
11 
4 
5 

AIRCRAFT UTILISATION 

JBLl    töeU M-b SSisil OisSL 

767t45    2581^4     6145      488115    42i45 

TOT4. 

1564132 

This unit has conducted 42 tactiefd moves, 21 by air end 21 by convoy, and of the 
42 aoves there wero 2 artillery raids* 

e« Mission Related Activities» 

(1) This unit hat been required to rely heavily upon aerial re-supply of all tire- 
bates due to the condition of Route QL 1 throughout Binh Thuan Province, which was 
impattable for most of the reporting period. 

(2) While the thortage of IGSram Illumination has not hampered operations tu date, 
thit unit hat found It necettary to request a supplemental ittue for each reporting 
period in order to fulfill operational comnittments. 

(3) A 30" tearchllght wat installed on Nul Ta Dom Mountain to provide llluminatio;i 
support for fire beset and maneuver unltt in southern Binh Thuan Province and has 
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CONFIDENTIAL _ 
AVa5..UJ /; 3! October 1969 
SUDJr' i     Jpora-! lonal Rouort for 5th Battalion, 27th ArtiUory for Foriod 

Lupins 31 October 1969   F.CS CSPOR-65 (Rl) 

proved to be a highly worthwhile project.    Besides providing H&I and supporting con- 
tact missions, it was used on several occasions to guide dust-off aircraft during in- 
clement weather.    On yot another instance it was used in a pre-dawn sweep of an area 
of contact on the previous night, and when the light was turned on a wounded MVA 
Lieutenant sat up revealing himself which led to his imn&diate capture» 

2.    (C)   Lessons Learned:    Caamandors Observations» Evaluations and Rceommondations. 

a. Personnel 

b. Intelligence 

c. Operations 

(1) Obscrvationt Duo to the necessity of getting proper clearances and posting 
of air advisories prior to firing most missions, a tendency occasionally occurs where- 
in units do not put the urgency demanded on fire missions. 

(2) Evaluationt The permanency of the procedure in Vietnam can easily beocM an 
accepted fact of normal gunnery. 

(3) Recommendationi That units initiate a program to have obeervera preclear 
grids and have air advisories posted, celling the mission to a firing unit while in 
flight and evaluating the units capability to react* This procedure helps to ovoreoM 
the aforementioned observation and puts more meaning into the words "FIRE MISSIOK". 

U) Obscrvationt The large amount of aerial resupply to the firing elenonts of 
this unit has resulted in excessive wear-out of air items* 

(5) Evaluation! Because of this it has become necessary to utilise those air 
items normally reserved for tc.cticnl air lifts in order to meet the large requirements 
of every day resupply* 

(6) Recommendations Whenever possible units that encounter this problam area 
should increr.se by iOfL the amount of air items normally required to insure a sufficient 
reserve in each firing clement which will allow for rapid reaction for tactical air 
lifts* 

(7) Observations During firing missions or attacks there exist« a strong possi- 
bility of loss of internal communications within a fire base* 

(8) Evaluations The loss of comno (with on« artillery piece) con greatly hamper 
operations during the conduct of fire mission« or during the reaction period to oncny 
attacks* 

(9) Rcconmcndr'.tions To enhance command and control of s fire ba«e, and for u«o 
a« a b'.ck up for loss of commo, a bull horn system should bo utilised to enable all 
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SUn::r,v\.    Or r-.t.V—.1 Hc-rri of *;th Bctt-ilion, 27th .jtillcry for Period 
).i>är: >   ic*/.yw 1V*:(!, P?5 .v-.O^-fc?   (R') 

elonent? to wmltor tb« connands fivwi. 

(10)    Observation: Oecatioruilly dreuMtaneas present tha proUo» of insufficient 
elajmor» hin«« for pariaatar dafansa. 

(ll)    Evaluuti.-vnt   Vflicn liccd with sush a j-.redlcriicnt it is inrortrjit to use 
fiold 'jxpee^nnts to incuro cdequ. te peri xtor defense. 

(12) F..icor.ir.cndGtiont    That units use c roll of borbod wire affixed with a C-^ 
chorgo to got a beehive effect against encny probes. 

(13) Obseiv'.tioni   Most US artillery units .oerticipi.te in the Battery Associate 
Progron whenever   vasible and practical, 

(14) Evalur.tient   Wlicnovcr US units or ARVH units fartielrato in opcrRticns 
little, if rjriy tine is spent in this progrrx; due to opuratiowtl cvmiftaeat». 

(15) Rccon..und.:tiunt    T*-.at US artillery units t'ivc strow^ consiitration to ostalK 
lishing Joint (US- .UIVN) fire bases to support opcr tions.    No loss in artillery sup- 
port is suffered ' nd /.uch or.n be •cconpl-'.jhod in enh:-.n^ing ARVH artillüry, both tao^ 
tically and tcchnJoclly,    Thiu unit has used tho Joi.rt fim b so concept several tines 
with considcrcUc ousoess.    u side benefit is that tho USCP' artillory unit gets train- 
ed In air lift techniques and is r<Jiovod fron the Suui-garr:* J n eiiviromaat for train- 
inf. 

(16) Obsorvc.tiont Duo to the wide distribution of US artillery units in Victnca 
mangr units find thensolves OiCOK to orgnnizr.ticns far removed fron their parent unit, 

(17) Evaluations L problem exists in tho .-.ctninistr-.tion of units widely separ- 
ated fron prroni org nizations both in eomuniccti ns and in r. brook down of control, 

(18) Recoruicnditicnt Ncmally an OTOON gtatuc should be for short periods of 
tins* When a unit falls into the category of prolonged OiCON consideration should be 
given to attadhuent in order to offset adrlnistrativo shortcoiiings and provide for 
positive control, 

(19) Oboervatiom Many units change artillery pieces far nore frequently than 
nontal duo to oxcussive we r brought about by increased firing in Vietnam, 

(20) Eva^jMttiont Tlastf weapons usually arc returned to tho states for rebuild- 
ing and subsequent rwiseue to units In Vietnnn. Tho weapons normally are stored for 
quite sono tioe before rcissuo and «re subjected to advorso weather conditions and 
rough handUi,;,. As was the cess with this uni-, 7 of 17 such weapons issued were in 
need of rep sir, 2 of whiei) hac1 to be ovaciaW? as non-repairable, 

(21) Reconnandatlon: That prior to Issue to field units all weapons be completely 
and thoroughly technically inspected and test fired by appropriate support units. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
AV-r. v,'m w 31 October 19^ 
C'% - '  >5?r-..V.u.>.'*. R*p-r* -f -♦h Ifettulion, 27th irUllery fop Period 

.^li.rr ;. Or.^'vr- •;',£:, POS CSiOR^oJ  (Rl) 

(22) Observation.* It has be(«o notsd that on several occasions, 19 round regie- 
tratione ere required to obtain a valid refistration with the I75ina gun« 

{2'i)   Zvaluctlom This expend!ttir«- tiornctlly occura when the first round in fire 
for c'; ;.c+, is spotted as over 20 M or leas. The »''DC, following standard procedure, 
drops on«» full fork to establish the bracket. The full fork is normally throe tines 
the oicount of the "C" factor at thu fire for effect elcv.tion. The next round fired 
will land considerably short of the registration point. The FDO's then odd a half 
fork and receive three shorts. Following procedure, the FDO will add another half 
fork, obtaining the initial fire for effect quadr nt. The two rounds firod at this 
quadrant will normally l-.nd short because of tube boat. With a five and ono now ex- 
isting, the FDO adds a half fork in order to verify und fires one round which will al- 
so fall short. Two more rounds are fired at this QE and the spotting obtained is us- 
ually short* The FDO must now rc-eotblish the fork brr.ckct. It has boon eonetruod 
that this iituation is caused by the tube heating up which results in a decrease in 
muszlo velocity* It is also confirmed th .t this problem is only encountered when the 
initial round is sons cd as a small amount over« 

(20 Recommendationt This battalion has tried a modification which has proven 
to bo highly successful* When the FDO receives a spotting of over (20 meters or less)» 
he-applies ono half fork in order to obtain the fork bracket* The same basic procedure 
is then followed for obtaining six usable rounds as outlined in FM 6-40* By using a 
half fork as opposed to a full fork, six to nine rounds are saved, not to montion the 
tine savings* The adjusted data has been applied to observed transfers, und the 
rounds landed in proximity to the target* nie adjusted data determined by firing the 
normal FM 6-40 registration did not prove to be accurate when firod as a transfer* 
90K of the tine the rounds would land an excessive amount over, due to the oxecseivo 
tube heat at the time of registration* If the transfer was firod ianodiately after 
registering, while the tube was hot, the adjusted data was valid. However, if the 
tube had sufficient time to cool, the adjusted data was usually invalid« 

(25) Observetiont Guidelines are not outlined in FM 6-4O regarding situations 
that ariso when employing an air observer during registrations* 

(26) Evaluation! Since the air observer can obtain an accurate gun-target re« 
lationship, he makes spottings on the gun-targot line during a registration* It if 
possible for him to spot lino shots from his ventage point* Provisions are net taken 
in to account for line ahcts, during the FFE phase of a registration in TU 6-40* 

(27) Rcccnmondatlor..s: If the air obaorver spots a round ■♦■line or -lino, and 0 
subsequent round is spotted in the opposito sense, the deflection should bo consider- 
ed correct. The requirement would be, the two rounds considered would be at the mox- 
imum a fork «part in range. Thus, by obtaining an over lino then dropping a full fork 
and obtaining a short lire, the deflection fired would oauso the trajectory to pass 
through the target. Tests have been conducted using the above method« The results 
were compared to results obtained by standard procedure* The largest difference that 
has been detenainod was 1 mil. The air observer oust be instructed to spot the 
rounds accuratoly in reference to line shots« 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
AVGK-AH-C 
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Sth Battalion, 27th Artillery for Period 

Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl) 

d. Organisation: 

a. Training: 

f. Logistics: 

(1) Observation: Attached units do not always have separate property book and 
unit Identification code. 

(2) Evaluation: This causes unnecessary hardship on gaining organization for 
normal resupply Items end PLL Item replacement. 

(2) Reconmendetlon: That prior to attachment the unit be provided with a sepa- 
rate property book end unit Identification code. 

g. Connunlcatlons: 

U. Material! 

I. Other: 

(1) Observation: Due to loose sandy soil excessive displacement can occur caus- 
ing a delay In firing end Inaccuracies on the M101A1 Howltser. 

(2) Evaluation: Many times this problem cen be resolved by use of materials 
really available to the field. 

(3) Roooocendntiotw The use cf discarded tank treck? sunk in the ground in a 
oiroular pattern «t tho trail sped* cliutanee, will greatly assilst in preventing dis- 
plaooment duo to loose soil .".nd also prevent wash away by heavy rams* The track 
should be installed vertically with ent «dge^jTlush with, the coil surface. 

LTC, yT. , 
Coruvndirii; 

DlSTitlBUTIONj 
CI»CL'S.u«C ATTM« (L0..OT (2) 
OG> uc^:/ i/nM:  AVHcn  .:r.sT; 
00, I I-iAT'.?.^ ir^.v-Ur-^. 
toti:.:i or;-- :r:up i.lTO:    ..;:•... .."iC 

(:•• 

6 

CONFIDENTIAL 



AV?A-AT-D (1^ Nov 69)   l«t lad 
SUBJECTt    Operational raport of 5th Battalion, 27th Artillory for Period 

Ending 31 Octobar 1969. RCS CSfOR-65 (Rl) 

DA, headquarters, I Field Pbroe Vietnaa Artillery, APO 96350 

iOt    Coaaandlng Ueneral, I Field Force Vietnaa, APO   96350 

('})    This headquarters haa evaluated basic report and concurs. 

FOR THR C0MHA.<DE3» 

cooy furnished 1 MWiafN. aEir^   Q\L*/LJ> 
D«, ACSFOR (2; V     Lieutenant Colonel, FA   ^Tl 

Adjutant 



ii7Fi^C-hI3T (14 iiov 69) 2d Xnd (U) 
jUbJ-XTi   Operational Report of 5th battalion, 27th Arti J^ry fur Krioci 

Briding 31 October 1969, uCS C3FÜR-65 (H2) 

ai| HuaUqutrtert« I Field Force Vietnam,   iu^O   96350 , .;,,/ _, 'j 

'10:    Coiiiiaridins (ieuerai, Univ-ed Spätes aruv Vietnam, jiiXiii   .iJi.-C-i3T, 
.^O   96375 

1. (U)    i'his headquarters has tsvaluatfcd su'rject QaJL and forwaraing 
indoreeiaent and concurs except as indicated below. 

2. (U)   Reference pare 2f(3)>   Nonconcur.   The time required to 
addnistratively complete this recomniendation precludes its 8iccouipli.i-a:t<.iil. 
prior lo attachment.   Sxperienoe gained from a recent action buch as 
this has shown that it takes approximately 45-60 uayi for oo.ii.letion. 

r-uK Tlk. CaLwiWD-K: 

St 
1 - CO, I /fijfaCiV Arty ^ ^  "   ,8 
1 - CO, 5th Bn, 27th Arty J 
1 - GO, Prov Arty Op 



AVHGC-DST (31 Oct 69) 3d Ind 
SOBJBCT* Operational Report of 5th Battalion, 27th Artillery for Period 

Bndlng 31 October 1969, RCS C8roR-65 (R2)(U) 

HEADQU1RTHIS, UNITED STATES ARKI, VIXTNiM, AFO San Francisco 96375 

TO: Commander In Chief, United States Army, Pacific, AITMt GPOP-OT, 
AFO 96558 

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned 
for the quarterly period ending 31 October 1969 from Headquarters, 5th 
Battalion, 27th Artillery and comments of Indorsing headquarters. 

2. Comments follow t 

a. Reference Item concerning an excessive wear out of air Items, page 3, 
paragraph 2c(6)} nonconcur. The air Items required by a tactical unit must 
be considered In the unit SOP. Since this will vary between units, an 
established standard Is not practical. 

b. Reference item concerning the use of a bull horn as a back up firing 
battery communications system, page 3, paragraph 2c (9)} nonconcur. While a 
secondary means of communications is mandatory, the type should be the pre- 
rogative of the unit commander. 

c. Reference item concerning field expedient anti-personnel mines, 
page 4, paragraph 2c(12); nonconcur. This expedient is wasteful of supplies. 
There is no shortage of claymore mines in USARV. 

d. Reference item concerning Joint ÜS/1RVN fire bases, page 4, paragraph 
2c (15); concur. Training programs must be consistent with mission require- 
ments and equipment TOX to ARVN unite. 

e. Reference item concerning inspecting and test firing artillery 
weapons prior to issue to field units, page 4» paragraph 2c(21); concur. 
Recommendation covers the recurring problems encountered in off-shore over- 
haul due to careless handling at ports and during movement. Under current 
procedures, artillery weapons which are repaired off-shore are shipped to 
Long Binh Depot where they are picked up by the designated customer units1 

support unit (08 or QS), deprocessed, inspected (to include functional tests), 
and Issued to the customer unit. Discrepancies should be brought to the 
attention of the support unit for correction. The above procedures, which 
are considered adequate, have been related to the applicable unit. 

f. Reference Item concerning abbreviated registration procedures, page 
5, paragraph 2c (24). The application of i fork is a timely procedure pro- 
vided the observer's range sensing is accurate. Reoomend the item con- 
cerning problems encountered when normal registration data was fired as s 
transfer be forwarded to the US Army Field Artillery School for evaluation. 



AVBQG-UT (31 Oot 69) 3d lud 

aDBJKTi Op«r«tional Report of 5th Battalion, 27th Irtlllery for Period 
iMUng 31 Octobor 1969, MS C8P0R-65 (R2)(ü) 

g. Boforono« itm concornlng soporate property books, page 6, paragraph 
2f and 2d Zndora«Mnt, paragraph 2; nonooncur. Property books are normally 
consolidated at battalion level, further subdivision is at the discretion 
of the parent unit ocoHander, subject to approval of USIRPAC, based on the 
tactical situation, distance factors and operational requirements. 

fORTHB (XHUnORt 

Qy Fumt 
5th Bn, 27th Arty 
I 
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GPOP-OT   (31 Oct 69) 4ch Znd (U) 
SUBJECT:   Operation«! Report of HQ, 5th Batealion, 27th Artillery for 

Period lading 31 October 1969, RCS CSP0t-65 (II) 

HQ, Ul Any, Pacific, APO San Prandaco   9655S   16 JAN 1970 

TO:   Aaslatant Chief of Steff for Porce Oevelopaent, Oepartnent of the 
Any, Veahlngton, D. C.    20310 

Thla headquartera concura In aubject report aa Indoraed. 

POR TU COMIAMDII » CHIIP: 

C L SHOUT 
crr,Aoc 
AMIAO 

u 
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Operational Report - Laisons Laamad, HQ, 5th Battalion,  27th Artillery 

« ec»em»Ti«c«oT««ri 
Experience» of unit IMjitj In counterlnauraency operatlont. 1 Au« 69 to 31 Oct 69. it enaaaea 
t IB VHRRR Jftm mmrmiam IMM NnsHT 

CO, Sth Battalion,  27th Artillery 
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•a    ■  OMTKACT  Oil «■•NT I 

Mi   rOT»t MO. 
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». »■•J«CTMO 

N/A 

mm» 

694189 

8! oTMCM mSSar NOIMTS 
•MiMpwt) 

10   DltTMBUTieM STATCMCMT 

N/A 

it. «roMioni I«MILIT*IIV «cTivirv 

OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C.    20310 
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